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Healthy Partisanship Helps Voters Decide on Political Issues
Why does the average voter depend on their party to “tell them what to think”?
Parties often direct voters on what to view and consider political issues making partisanship common among average voters. One would argue that with respect to parties in election campaigns, each party makes every effort to ensure that the campaign's emphasis is on topics that are beneficial to voters and can easily be imposed on voters. This limits the choice that voters have since they will rely on what their party has to offer.
During election periods, average voters get more insights on what is essential based on their parties fight over(Gerber 146), making them shift their priorities and opinions per the party's choice. In every election cycle, most Americans vote as Republicans or Democrats. These identities are seldom narrow; they go as far back as childhood and develop through broader social group associations. In such instances, a partisan team can ease the political understanding of a voter such that little thought is placed on politics(Drutman 129); you know who is wrong and who is looking out for their people.
The issues and responses to public policy are sometimes complicated. Most American citizens do not have the time or motivation to study any problem domain's complexities, so they depend on their political party, a reliable source for advice. Parties make it easier for ordinary people who are busy with work, families, and other commitments to decide whether to support a candidate or a political move. They don't have to understand foreign trade complexities to decide whether or not to support a candidate(Drutman 130). American voters may use the party endorsement as a reasoning shortcut when they learn that officials from their party support a program or see a "D" or "R" next to a candidate's name on a ballot. Relying on such party endorsements cuts down on the amount of time spent watching and reading the news (Drutman 130), making the dependency on party choices higher.
Party dependency has its merits such that it encourages political comprehension and political compromise since choices are already set out for voters(Marsh 63). Nevertheless, some voters rely on the idea that individuals should think independently and vote for their own decisions hence clinging to antipartisan views. As much as this sounds encouraging, it would make politics impossible to organize since each voter will have different conclusions that would, in turn, cause chaos (Drutman 130). According to Lee Drutman, in instances where partisanship is healthy, parties are faithful advocates of the people and interests they choose to represent while toxic partisanship can lead voters to supporting policies that harm them. 
Parties describe the contest's platform and the political choices available to voters during election cycles. If they defend distinct positions, they offer voters realistic options on political positions. The requisite yardstick is provided by differences in party positions that voters may use to locate their desired location. On this basis, they choose the political party that is most similar to their own. Loyal partisanship is a safer option for voters who believe their party is always right. If partisanship is non-toxic, parties provide meaningful and reconcilable differences on essential public policy questions.
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